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If you’re thinking of selling and would like to see how we can create the very best marketing 
plan, that ultimately gets your home sold quickly and for the most money, contact our team,  

www.RamageGroup.net   403-270-7007
#300 –1130 Kensington Road NW

Real Estate
(Central)

Each office independently owned and operated

Rarely available 5 BEDROOM above grade 
with four “kid” rooms upstairs, 2 “Jack + Jill” 
ensuite bathrooms for each bedroom & 
the highest quality finish with selections by  
esteemed designer Douglas Cridland.

Arts and crafts style provides attractive curb 
appeal, with river-rock detailing and a charm-
ing front porch. Steps away from shops and 
the expanding retail section of West Hillhurst 
the river paths, community parks and schools.

Paramount Projects presents this stylish 
modern home in the prime inner-city com-
munity of Altadore. A well-conceived floor 
plan delivered with exceptional finishing. 

Large bungalow on one of West Hillhurst’s 
most desirable streets! Steps to the Hillhurst 
Community Centre, public transportation, 
19 Street shops and Queen E School!

Prime Briar Hill location, stunning landscap-
ing, brick walkways + patios, stone retaining 
walls, beautiful gardens, a private backyard 
oasis + oversized triple garage + workshop. 

1737 2 Avenue NW 2008 4 Avenue NW 4507 16 Street SW

421 18A Street NW 1240 20 Street NW

View stunning HD videos and photo galleries at www.RamageGroup.net
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the highest quality finish with selections by  
esteemed designer Douglas Cridland.

Arts and crafts style provides attractive curb 
appeal, with river-rock detailing and a charm-
ing front porch. Steps away from shops and 
the expanding retail section of West Hillhurst 
the river paths, community parks and schools.

Paramount Projects presents this stylish 
modern home in the prime inner-city com-
munity of Altadore. A well-conceived floor 
plan delivered with exceptional finishing. 

Large bungalow on one of West Hillhurst’s 
most desirable streets! Steps to the Hillhurst 
Community Centre, public transportation, 
19 Street shops and Queen E School!

Prime Briar Hill location, stunning landscap-
ing, brick walkways + patios, stone retaining 
walls, beautiful gardens, a private backyard 
oasis + oversized triple garage + workshop. 

1737 2 Avenue NW 2008 4 Avenue NW 4507 16 Street SW

421 18A Street NW 1240 20 Street NW

We are happy to have helped Buyers with these recent sales, if you are 
looking for a Buyers agent to help you find your perfect property, give us a 

call! 

We are pleased to feature a great line up of homes for sale, to view complete 
details or to arrange a viewing, give us a call! 

View stunning HD videos and photo galleries at www.RamageGroup.net
If you’re thinking of selling and would like to see how we can create the very best marketing 
plan, that ultimately gets your home sold quickly and for the most money, contact our team,  

Greg Ramage, Lucas Ramage & Brent Mulligan.

Greg Ramage, Lucas Ramage, Brent Mulligan
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#300 –1130 Kensington Road NW

Real Estate
(Central)

Each office independently owned and operated

New Listing! Across from the park with 
sunny south backyard, rarely available 5 
bedroom above grade property!

This arts & crafts inspired home is loaded 
with custom features and details. From the 
inviting front walk and perennial gardens 
through the cedar covered porch, you are 
welcomed by this bright and cheery home.

1,525 sqft bungalow with some of the best 
views in Collingwood! Generous pie shaped 
lot with gorgeous perennial gardens, great 
room featuring 10’ ceilings, downtown views!

Large bungalow on one of West Hillhurst’s 
most desirable streets! Steps to the Hillhurst 
Community Centre, public transportation, 
19 Street shops and Queen E School!

Stunning home by the incomparable Le 
Chateau Custom Homes sits on a beautiful 
lot in sought after St. Andrews.

Prime Briar Hill location, stunning landscap-
ing, brick walkways + patios, stone retaining 
walls, beautiful gardens, a private backyard 
oasis + oversized triple garage + workshop. 

1737 2 Avenue NW

2715 1 Avenue NW

27 Clarendon Road NW

421 18A Street NW

1334 Windsor Street NW

1240 20 Street NW

Listed $599,900

West Hillhurst 
$479,900

Banff Trail 
$789,900

Hillhurst 
$849,900

Listed $1,599,900 Listed $1,650,000 Listed $899,900

Briar Hill
$2,350,000

2138 31 Ave SW 

2236 4 Ave NW 2236 4 Ave NW 618 15 ST NW 1404 20 ST NW

2608 2 Ave SW 2001 31 Ave SW 2138 31 Ave Sw

SOLD SOLD SOLD SOLD



HOUNSFIELD HEIGHTS/BRIAR 
HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Box 65086, RPO North Hill Calgary, AB T2N 4T6
Phone: 282-6634 (voice mail) (checked 1 - 2 times per week)
Email: admin@hh-bh.ca

Delivered monthly to 2,000 households and businesses for 
3 years!

Editorial Submissions
beacon@hh-bh.ca 

All editorial content must be submitted by the 5th of 
the month for the following month's publication.

Advertising Opportunities
403-263-3044   |   sales@great-news.ca
All advertisements must be submitted by the 1st of 
the month for the following month’s publication.
 
Published by Great News Publishing
Serving Calgary communities for 29 years
84 newsletters reaching over 379,000 households 
in Calgary and surrounding areas.
 
#34-4550 112 Ave SE
Calgary, AB
T2C 2K2
 
Check out our website:
www.great-news.ca

The opinions expressed within any published article, report or submission 
reflect those of the author and should not be considered to reflect those of 
Great News Publishing and Hounsfield/Briar Hill  Community Association.
The information contained in this newsletter is believed to be accurate, but is 
not warranted to be so.
Great News Publishing and Hounsfield/Briar Hill Community Association do 
not endorse any person or persons advertising in this newsletter. Publication 
of any advertisements should not be considered an endorsement of any goods 
or services.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Register for the 2018/19  
Playschool year, 

starting on February 21
Please visit hhbhcaplayschool.com

 for more information and to register online!

Community board meetings are held every second 
Thursday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the HH-BH Com-
munity Centre boardroom. All community residents are 
invited! To be on the agenda, please contact admin at 
hh-bh.ca at least 2 weeks in advance. Next Meeting: 
May 10, 2018. 

There is still an opportunity to help plan and create 
a space to meet the needs of our community. Facility 
expansion meetings are held the third Wednesday of 
every month at the community boardroom, 7:00 – 9:00 
p.m. For more information, contact Carol Sandahl: vp@
hh-bh.ca 

Our Summer Solstice is just around the corner! Check 
out our ad in this issue and sign up to volunteer. SUMMER 

SOLSTICE 
BLOCK  
PARTY

9TH ANNUAL HH-BH 

SUMMER 
SOLSTICE 
BLOCK  
PARTY

June 16th from 5-10 pm
Between 12th and 14th Avenues by Green Park  

(1300 20A Street NW)

Potluck – bring an appetizer, salad or dessert to 
share.

Burgers and hot dogs for sale.

Dunk tank, bouncy castle, face painting, balloon 
artistry.

Rain or shine!

Volunteers are needed. This is one of HH-BH’s 
most well-attended events so please round up 

some friends and neighbours and contact  
events@hh-bh.ca to help us ensure it continues!

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

HHBH Gym Drop-In Programs
Badminton: Tues-Fri: 9:00 am – 12:00 PM
Pickleball: Tues,Wed, and Thurs from 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Rates: $4 per person, $3 for seniors (55+)

Family Open Gym Night
Free open gym for the community provided Friday nights 
when available. Please visit our website at www.hh-bh.
ca/community-open-gym-free to confirm availability.

Hounsfield Heights-Briar 
Hill Drop-in Fee Increase
After a review of our operating budget and a compara-
tive review of other Calgary community associations 
confirmed that our drop-in rates have fallen behind. To 
manage and maintain our facility and related services, 
and to continue ensuring safety and compliance with all 
bylaws, we are required to modestly increase our rates. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our 
clients and members for their continued support.
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Mailing Address: Box 65086, RPO North Hill Calgary, AB T2N 4T6 

Board Room / Gym - 1922 – 14 Avenue N.W.

Parking: west of the Louise Riley Library, accessed via the library drive-

way. Hall/Gym is located NE of our parking lot, just across the soccer field.

Phone: 403-282-6634 

Email: admin@hh-bh.ca 

Beacon Submissions: beacon@hh-bh.ca 

Boardroom/Gym Bookings: bookings@hh-bh.ca 

The HH-BH Gym and Boardroom schedule can be viewed at 

www.hh-bh.ca.

For the latest news, programs and events, 
please visit our Official HH-BH Community 
Association website at www.hh-bh.ca. 

Like our Facebook Page - 
www.facebook.com/hhbhca

Follow us on Twitter 
@hhbhca 

Have an idea for a great community program or 
event? Send your ideas to vp@hh-bh.ca.

Hounsfield Heights – Briar Hill  
Community Association
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CONTACT

COMMITTEE POSITION NAME EMAIL  PHONE 
President  Allan, Jeff president@hh-bh.ca 
Past President  Hunt, Laura past.president@hh-bh.ca 
1st Vice President & Programs  Sandahl, Carol vp@hh-bh.ca 
2nd Vice President & Facilities Director  Sammet, Gunter 2nd.vp@hh-bh.ca
Treasurer  Winkler, Kathryn treasurer@hh-bh.ca
Secretary  Greco, Joanna secretary@hh-bh.ca
Land Use Director  Woods, Terry land.use@hh-bh.ca
Education Director  VACANT education@hh-bh.ca
Sears Plume Director  Almeida, Diana sears.plume@hh-bh.ca
Communications Director  Falconi, Sandra communications@hh-bh.ca 
Events Planning Director  Malchow, Margaret events@hh-bh.ca
T & Strategic Planning Director  Marsh, Jeff it@hh-bh.ca
Director-at-Large  Staniland, Kathleen director.at.large@hh-bh.ca 

PROGRAM COORDINATORS 
Indoor Soccer Eve Miller indoor.soccer@hh-bh.ca
Outdoor Soccer VACANT outdoor.soccer@hh-bh.ca
Youth Badminton Theresa Cowan badminton@hh-bh.ca

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
Louise Riley Library Allison Thomson allison.thomson@calgarypubliclibrary.com 403-221-2047
Community Police Liaison Cst. James Dore #3680 JDore@calgarypolice.ca  403-428-6344

MURRAY & COMPANY LAW OFFICE 
Barristers & Solicitors 

General Practice of law:
Real Estate / Mortgages 
Family Law & Divorce
Wills & Estates 
Incorporations 
Purchase & Sale of Businesses

Gordon W. Murray 
B.A., LL.B.

*Denotes Professional Corporation

#104, 2003 - 14th Street N.W.
Calgary, Alberta T2M 3N4

Phone: 403-297-9850
Fax: 403-297-9855

Email: gmurray@murraylaw.ca
Website: www.murraylaw.ca

Fitness 
Class
Get into shape for your 
summer activities by 
joining our HIGH FITNESS 
classes!
Session: April 9 to May 14 - 6 weeks
Day: Mondays
Time: 9:45-10:45
Location: HHBH Gymnasium
Fees $40 members, $55 non-members
Drop in: $10.00
Online Registration
Register by phone: 403-282-6634
Tuesday - Friday 9:30 - 4:30

HH-BH Girls Can 
Really Play Soccer! 
Congratulations to the U16 girls. They won silver in the Calgary Indoor 
season and won third in provincials in Okotoks.

The U18 girls had a great season winning gold in their division for the 
Calgary Indoor season which sent them to Edmonton for provincials 
on the March 17th weekend. They won their last game in a nail-biting 
shootout. They didn’t come home with a medal but won the Fair Play 
award-most sportsmanlike team in our division. Great job, Briar Hill girls!
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It’s not unusual to hear people say they like the maturity 
of our neighbourhood and its proximity to two major 
post-secondary campuses. What’s unusual is Angus Tay-
lor saying it’s here he’s considering potential markets for 
marijuana.

Taylor is Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) of New Leaf 
Cannabis, a company seeking licenses to open 10 legal can-
nabis distribution outlets in Calgary, and 22 province-wide. 

You may have seen the New Leaf logo on the now-covered 
windows of the northerly retail space in the strip mall on 
19th St. between 14th and 16th Ave. NW. Taylor is making 
an effort to demonstrate that by “new leaf,” his company is 
not just referencing the plant that is expected to be fully 
legal for recreational use in Canada this summer, but also a 
new, less seedy (sorry) approach to its distribution.

In a recent telephone interview, he pointed out that while 
local community associations haven’t been part of the de-
bate over legalization, they do have an opportunity to give 
input on retail licensing when it’s at the development per-
mit stage. He also said that it’s a good idea to pay attention 
to the kind of operators applying to move in and whether 
they share the community’s values. His company, he says, is 
determined to be a good neighbour, not a head shop. 

Growing acceptance of marijuana legalization was evident 
at the Board meeting where Taylor and two of his partners 
appeared in March: questions from board members fo-
cused more on implications for parking and security rather 
than worries about what local youngsters might get into.

“It’s refreshing,” Taylor said. “It’s already becoming a differ-
ent conversation than it was three or four months ago.” He 
has been part of the legalization process for a number of 
years, initially doing consulting work for growers on late-
stage applications to Health Canada.

He observes that while some studies indicate that cannabis 
may have a negative and more addictive impact on ado-
lescent brains, there are others that indicate it may have a 
salutary effect on aging ones and pain relief, especially for 
inflammatory conditions such as arthritis.

“One of the biggest concerns we have is that very little true 
science has been done. The challenge with most cannabis 
studies is that they’re associative, not causal. Some stud-

ies of effects seem inappropriately positive, some inappro-
priately negative,” he said, adding that different cannabis 
strains can have vastly different effects, from soporific to 
stimulating. 

The company plans to focus initially on cannabis for rec-
reational use and develop partnerships with professionals 
who can provide medical referrals later.

Taylor, who has lived in Calgary for 25 years and has a 
background in renewable energy and sustainability, is fas-
cinated by the emerging scientific research but also aware 
of the pragmatics for parents. 

“Young people need to be educated … both [alcohol and 
cannabis] are going to be on offer where they are at parties 
and at clubs,” he observes, adding that the Briar Hill loca-
tion is an anomaly due to its proximity to SAIT and the U of 
C, because in general, “we’re not chasing the 18 – 24-year-
old market.” He refers to a Deloitte study of marijuana con-
sumption by age groups that indicates there may be big 
emerging market opportunities among aging Boomers 
and senior citizens.

At the Board meeting, he said his company is paying atten-
tion to security both in terms of its liaison with local police 
and community groups, and in terms of the store design. 
Store windows may be covered, but staff will be able to 
monitor outside activity with exterior cameras. Taylor said 
the interior of his establishment will be “a lot like a Sage 
or Apple store,” with an open central area and product dis-
played in locked cabinets around the perimeter walls. 

Staff will be trained to provide information as well as to 
take orders, which will be entered on tablets and filled from 
the back of the store. The company’s ten outlets in Calgary 
(assuming all are licensed provincially and municipally—
Taylor says he probably won’t know until just before the 
shops are able to open this summer) will be linked digitally 
so that they can keep track of anyone attempting to buy 
more than an individual daily quota of 30 grams with a 
view to re-selling.

“The idea is to take an $8 billion industry out of nefarious 
hands,” he points out. “Cannabis has been steady income 
for the black market for such a long time, and they’re using 
that revenue to do much worse things.”

Cannabis Shop Prepares to Open in 
Hounsfield Heights-Briar Hill this Summer
By Barbara Green

Whiplash
By Barbara Green

I think I sprained something.

It was on a short walk home from North Hill Centre along 14th Av-
enue, but the problem wasn’t the infernal melt-freeze-repeat syn-
drome that made sidewalks so treacherous this spring.

It was a casual bit of information dropped by a neighbour: a cannabis 
shop is planning to open in the little strip mall on 19th St. this sum-
mer.

“Here?” I asked, astonished. “How did that happen?” My thoughts 
raced to the two teenagers currently living under my roof. They’re 
good kids, but … that’s CLOSE!

I was in equal parts alarmed and amused at myself. After all, I’m a life-
long bleeding-heart liberal who, in theory, is in favour of legalizing 
marijuana. It can only make things safer, right? Inspection and regu-
lation of the product and its distribution and taking a steady source 
of revenue away from the black market. All good. I might even try it 
myself again … purely to treat migraines, you understand.

But, a shop HERE? A five-minute slouch from the couch in my base-
ment? Yes, I’ve talked to my kids about alcohol and drugs, but I’m 
pretty sure I haven’t prepared them for having a cannabis dispensary 
that handy.

After I stopped hyperventilating, my brain lurched back into opera-
tion. Why was I freaking out? We’ve been living the same walking dis-
tance from two liquor stores this whole time. Why was the prospect 
of a marijuana store so much more threatening to me as a mom?

Angus Taylor, CAO of the proposed cannabis shop, pointed out when 
he appeared at the HHBH CA board meeting in March that “there has 
not been a legalization of a substance like this since [Prohibition was 
repealed in] the 1930s.”

And that’s probably the point: I can’t get over thinking of marijuana 
as illegal, and therefore illicit. And it’s a drug—that seems inher-
ently worse than alcohol which is also, hang on, yes, a drug—really, 
I checked Wiki. It’s also a toxin, as my aging body now tiresomely 
points out whenever I indulge in more than one glass of wine. As Tay-
lor points out, over-consumption of marijuana won’t stop your heart. 
Over-consumption of alcohol will.

My reaction was just another version of NIMBYism—go ahead and 
legalize pot, just don’t sell it in my back yard (or in this case, next to 
the local yoga studio). So, I’ve put some ice on my sprained theoreti-
cal liberalism, done an interview with the guy planning to open the 
cannabis shop to find out more about the operation (see story in this 
issue), and begun the conversation with my kids.

What do you think? Are you comfortable having a cannabis shop in 
the neighbourhood? How are you talking to your kids about legaliza-
tion and use?

BUSINESS 
CLASSIFIEDS

For business classified ad rates call Great News Publishing 
at  403-263-3044 or sales@great-news.ca

RIGHTWAY PLUMBING AND HEATING: 
Has been happily serving the Hounsfield 
Heights / Briar Hill area with quality work, 
happy clients and fair pricing; with second 
generation experience, there is no job we 
can’t handle. Furnaces, softeners, garbura-
tors, appliances, humidifiers, faucets, water 
heaters, bathroom renos and gas lines also! 
Installed with great warranties. Call 403-
968-6630.

NEIGHBOURHOOD CONFLICT? Community 
Mediation Calgary Society (CMCS) is a no-cost 
mediation and conflict coaching service that 
can help you resolve problems and restore 
peace! We help neighbours be neighbours 
again! www.communitymediation.ca, 403-
269-2707.

LANDSCAPING & YARD CARE: Weekly 
mowing $36, power-rake $130, aeration 
$75, mulch, rock or sod $149. Window 
or gutter cleaning $99, painting and 
staining. Conditions apply. BBB member. 
4.5 Google star rating. Call 403-265-4769. 
YardBustersLandscaping.com.

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION: Stone 
patios, rock walls, synthetic lawns, raised 
beds, decks and fences, lighting. Member of 
BBB. Licensed. Insured. Seniors’ discount. Call 
403-265-4769. YardBustersLandscaping.com.

THE GUTTER DOCTOR! Eavestrough re-
pairs, cleaning, and replacements. Fascia, 
soffit, cladding, roofs, and siding. For over 
15 years and 20,000 projects we have done 
the job right – and it’s always guaranteed! 
Full liability insurance and WCB. A+ rated 
BBB member. Calgary’s top award winner! 
www.gutterdoctor.ca, 403-714-0711.
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CALL NOW FOR  
YOUR FREE QUOTE

403-243-7518

Experts in 
design, print, 

& targeted delivery

School of Alberta Ballet

2018-2019 RECREATIONAL AND INTENSIVE 
TRAINING PROGRAMS 

FALL 
REGISTRATION 
NOW OPEN!
Visit www.schoolofalbertaballet.com 
to register for our full year programs 
including our pre-school and adult 
classes starting fall of 2018. All ages 
and experience levels welcome.

For more information about registering or finding the right program for you contact us at calgarystudios@albertaballet.com 
or 403-245-2274 ext 722

Tora Concrete Ltd is your 
neighbourhood concrete contractor. 
Driveways, sidewalks, steps, and 

patios in exposed aggregate, 
stamped, coloured or regular broom 

finish - customized to complement 
your home or business. 

Check out our reviews at
Homestars.com or visit our 

website at www.toraconcrete.com

Engine 23: 
A Siren Call to 
the Local Library
By Barbara Green

Neighbourhood kids who can’t decide whether to be a 
firefighter or a famous author may get to explore the 
best of both worlds soon, very close to home.

In March, Calgary Public Library CEO Bill Ptacek opened 
discussions with the Hounsfield Heights-Briar Hill (HH-
BH) Community Association Board about bringing Fire 
Engine 23 from its current berth in the lobby of the main 
downtown library to the Louise Riley. Ptacek was instru-
mental in bringing the decommissioned fire truck into 
the library in the first place, where it’s been a great suc-
cess with patrons of all ages.

“It’s all about early literacy and creating an exciting 
thing for the kids,” Ptacek said.

The new main library is slated to open in November and 
Engine 23 will be heading to Symons Valley in about 
three years, but in between, it needs a new home.

Ptacek’s plan is to move the engine into a 40’ x 60’ tent-
like sprung structure on the west side of the library. 
While the extension would be soft-sided, it would be 
weather-proofed for winter use, and patrons would be 
able to get to it from the main library building without 
going outside.

“The library annex isn’t in great shape,” Ptacek said at the 
March board meeting. “It had wasps last year, and we 
weren’t able to do much programming for kids in there.

“[The fire engine] is a tremendous asset for the kids, and 
it would augment our ability to do children’s programs 
and make the rest of the library quieter for the adults,” 
he added.

Ptacek said the Library Foundation has agreed to fund 
the move, and the Fire Department is on board – having 
a demo engine so close to a fire hall (on the north side 
of the HHBH Community Hall) is ideal.

The community association board gave Ptacek a posi-
tive initial response to the proposal, and discussions will 
be ongoing with a view to preparing the site in early 
summer.

Ptacek has plans for the Louise Riley Library that extend 
beyond the short-term, too. “There will be a new library 
there eventually,” he said. “We want a 20,000 square foot 
library—it would be the busiest, most used library in 
Calgary.

“We’re into creating great spaces, places where people 
can do more than one thing.”

Photo by: calgarylibrary.ca/engine-23/

Sears Plume 
Update

On April 5th, 2018, the Hounsfield Heights-Briar Hill 
(HH-BH) board of directors received a letter from Al-
berta Environmental Board (AEB) advising that Sears 
is appealing the environmental protection order 
issued by the provincial government. The order had 
been issued by the AEB on February 28th, 2018 requir-
ing Sears continue taking responsibility for the hydro-
carbon plume affecting our community despite the 
claim they are unable to continue due to bankruptcy.

Upon receipt of the letter, the HH-BH board posted 
the information on social media and our website and 
began investigating next steps. 

The AEB letter and Sears’ appeal are posted on www.
hh-bh.ca in their entirety. We will continue to post up-
dates on our website and via Facebook and Twitter as 
they become available.
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 403.850.2560

3132 Underhill Drive NW 
C4171880 • $939,900
Bringing a feeling of connection to the outdoors 
in an inner-city home.

2735 1 Avenue NW
List Price: $684,900
A positive conclusion from sharing professional 
experience & building mutual trust.

2608 2 Avenue NW
List Price: $1,599,900

 Congratulations & many thanks to my clients on the sale

of this classic, mixed with modern home.

403, 1027 1 Avenue NW
C4174095 • $329,900

Stunning downtown skyline views from a top floor unit that 
you can make uniquely yours.

Re/Max Real Estate Central

JUST

LIS
TED

SOLD

JUST

LIS
TED

SOLD


